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David and Nancy:


The county's letter is disappointing,  but not unexpected.    The state and County
have a bad fiscal situation now, although Maui is in the best shape of any county.


I  argue that their point about lack of published scientific data is a weak one.   
There is a good USGS publication that describes the injected nutrient loads for Kihei
injection wells.     The other data from UH Botany is not yet published but confirms
that algae use the nitrogen from Lahaina and Kihei plants and that the wastewater
nitrogen is the major source for algae in those sites.     EPA makes permit decisions
on unpublished data.   Our  301h decisions are based on unpublished data from
monitoring reports and technical studies.    Anyway, the adverse impact of injection
wells on marine enviornment is well documented,  lots of data to support.


I can't accept their agrument about disinfection either.     Discharge of undisinfected
sewage at the shoreline of resort swimming beaches is just not a good idea.     Janet
can tell you about how difficult it is to do epidemiological studies in Hawaii and how
we default to national indicators for public health protection.


The County's real issue is the costs.


Please keep me posted and let me know if I can help compile or interpret the
scientific evidence.


Is this letter public information and can I share it with UH scientists?


Wendy


Wendy Wiltse, Ph.D.
EPA-PICO
300 Ala Moana Blvd.  Box 50003
Room 5-152
Honolulu, HI 96850
Phone: (808) 541-2752
FAX: (808) 541-2712
▼ David Albright/R9/USEPA/US
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April 14, 2009



Mr. David Albright, Manager
Ground Water Office, WTR-9
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105



SUBJECT: LAHAINA WASTEWATER RECLAMATION FACILITY
UIC CLASS V PERMIT # Hl596001
COMMENTS ON REVISED DRAFT PERMIT



Dear Mr. Albright,



We have reviewed the latest draft of the permit and continue to have concerns with the
purpose of the permit and the many new/revised conditions as we previously expressed and as set
forth below:



1. No published scientific data exists to substantiate that nitrogen loading from the
injectiqn wells are causing adverse impact to ocean water quality—the focus of public
concern. Furthermore, water quality impact comes from the cumulative effects of all
nutrient sources and there is no scientific data that quantifies this. Therefore,
adverse impact by injection wells is an assumption that is not supported by scientific
data.



2. At the public hearing, while some blamed injection wells for their body sores, we are
not aware of any scientific evidence that justifies increasing disinfection to R-1 levels
of all injectate. The added capital and maintenance costs will be quite significant with
very little, if any, basis. Discussions with the State Department of Health (DOH)
indicate no known relationships between treated wastewater effluent and such health
issues



3. The capital improvements needed to comply with the draft permit will require greater
funding support, which will be difficult given the current economic conditions and
spending efforts to minimize raw sewage spills to satisfy our current Consent Decree.
The subsequent operating and debt service costs from such capital projects will
amount to even greater sewer rate increases charged to the community.



4. If after further review we are still mandated to do these capital improvements, the
timelines are not realistic given the requirements of budget approvals and State
procurement requirements. A more realistic timeline to accomplish these projects



would include the following dates:
a. Draft Permit, paragraph Sc (page 8) Total Nitrogen Mass Loading, change the



date from December31, 2011 to December31, 2014
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b. Draft Permit, paragraph Sd (page 8) Total Nitrogen Mass Loading, change the
date from December 31, 2015 to December31 2018.



c. Draft Permit, paragraph 7 (page 8), Wastewater Treatment Requirements, change
the datefrom December31, 2011 to December31, 2017.



5. The Maui County Department of Environmental Management is now located at 2200
Main Street, Suite 100.



6. The injection volume limit of 7.0 mgd will cause the County to deny the issuance of
building permits at some point in the future. Further, this limit in conjunction with the
nitrogen mass limits will effectively place a moratorium on all growth in the West Maui
area at some point.



Our concern continues to be reduction and elimination of raw sewage spills to the ocean.
The County currently operates pursuant to an EPA Consent Decree; the objective which is to
minimize such occurrences. The County is committing millions of dollars to replacement and
rehabilitation of much of its wastewater transmission and treatment infrastructure, efforts which
should continue for decades to come.



Prior to the nitrogen limit in the current permit, the County took significant action to reduce
nitrogen limits at the facility. Efforts have taken place at our other facilities with the addition of
biological nutrient removal processes which have reduced nitrogen by approximately 60%. This was
done by the County even though no nitrogen limits exist at these facilities. While there may exist the
ability to reduce nitrogen levels even further at all of our facilities, this will come at an added cost
taking away from other needed priorities.



The County of Maui is committed to protecting the aquatic environment and public health.
However, there is no published scientific data that indicates negative impact from the nitrogen in the
effluent. Continued use of such a nitrogen limit as set forth in the draft permit could force us to shift
limited financial resources from more serious issues such as minimizing raw sewage spills to the
ocean.



We are available to discuss this matter further at your convenience. Please contact myself at
(808) 270-8230 or Wastewater Reclamation Division Chief Dave Taylor at (808) 270-7421 if you
have any questions or require further information.



Sincerely,



Cheryl K. Okuma, Director
Department of Environmental Management



xc: cham,aine Tavares, Mayor
Sheri Morrison, Managing Director
Dave Taylor, Wastewater Reclamation Division Chief
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Initial response from Maui Co. to our pre-notice draft of UIC permit. 
FYI - we expect to issue a proposed permit around the end of the
month.   


----- Forwarded by David Albright/R9/USEPA/US on 04/15/2009 07:20 AM -----


From: "Cheryl Okuma" <Cheryl.Okuma@co.maui.hi.us>


To: David Albright/R9/USEPA/US@EPA


Cc: "Dave Taylor" <Dave.Taylor@co.maui.hi.us>, "Gregg Kresge" <Gregg.Kresge@co.maui.hi.us>, "Scott
Rollins" <Scott.Rollins@co.maui.hi.us>


Date: 04/14/2009 04:48 PM


Subject: Lahaina WRF DRAFT UIC Permit Comments


Dave:


Please find our comments attached.  If there are any questions, please let
me know.


Thank you.


Cheryl K. Okuma
Director
Dept Environmental Management 
County of Maui
2200 Main Street Ste 100
Ph:   270-8230
        344-4784 (cell)
email: Cheryl.Okuma@co.maui.hi.us


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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